The distribution of health and income: a theoretical framework.
A general framework is developed to analyse variations in the distribution of population health, where individual health is modelled as a function of income, conditional upon the level of another factor such as health-related behaviour. Results are derived for the response of the level of average health in a population and the degree of health inequality to alternative health promotion policies and equiproportionate income growth. Qualitative results are shown to depend on characteristics of the individual health production functions and the frequency distribution of the other factor at each income level. These results are independent of the distribution of income. The discussion focuses on the implications of these results for contemporary research into inequalities in health and income.